
How can I help 
my child with 

English at 
home? 

 



Aims: 
 

• To develop an understanding of the Age Related 

Expectations for English. 

 

• To develop an understanding about how we 

teach English at school. 

 

• To help you to support your child at home. 

 



Reading 
ARE Discussion of a text 

• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, 

showing an understanding through intonation, tone, 

volume so that meaning is clear to the audience.  

• Participate in discussion about books that are read to them 

and those they can read for themselves, building on their 

own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously.  

• Recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving 

reasons for their choices.  

• Learn a wider range of poetry by heart. 

• Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have 

read, including through formal presentations and debates.  

 

 

 



Sharing poetry at home 

ARE - ‘Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing 

an understanding through intonation, tone, volume so that meaning is 

clear to the audience. ‘ 

 

http://www.childrenspoetryarchive.org/poem/

riding-down-boxland 

 
Other ideas: 

• Find a famous poem and make your own version 

• Choose a traditional tale or well known story and turn it into a poem 

• Make up a nonsense poem 
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1:1 Reading 
1. Choose a quiet time 

Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes is 

usually long enough. 

  

2. Make reading enjoyable 

Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your child and enjoy the 

book together. Share the reading. 

 

3. Maintain the flow 

If your child mispronounces a word, avoid interrupting immediately. 

Instead allow opportunity for self-correction. It is better to tell a child 

some unknown words to maintain the flow rather than insisting on trying 

to build them all up from the sounds of the letters.  

 



1:1 Reading 
4. Be positive 

If your child says something nearly right to start with that is fine. Boost 

your child's confidence with constant praise for even the smallest 

achievement.  

 

5. Success is the key 

Select books with them that they can read. Struggling with a book with 

many unknown words can be disheartening, flow is lost and text cannot 

be understood. You can read the book to them. 

 

6. Visit the Library 

Take trips to the local library regularly.  

 

7. Regular reading 

Try to read with your child on school days. 'Little and often' is best. 

 



Using your child’s reading log 





Comprehension 



Types of questions 

Children need: 

To skim and scan 

To text mark 

To sequence events in the order of the text 

 

RETRIEVAL – you can find the answer in the text (on the 

line). 
 



Types of questions 

Children need: 

To take note of the question word 

Refer back to the text – use appropriate quotations 

Answer in full sentences that provide a reason 

PEE 

 

INFERENCE – reading between the lines. 
 



Jargon Buster 
Shared reading  

A teacher reads and discusses a text with the whole class or 

small groups. 

 

Guided Reading 

Small group reading sessions that involve discussion about 

the text and the teaching of particular reading skills. 

 

One to One Reading 

Child reads to an adult on a 1:1 basis to assess, support and 

move reading along. 



Writing 

• Grammar 

• Spelling 

• Handwriting 

• Punctuation 



Grammar at school 

• Taught alongside the spelling lesson. 

• Encouraged to use the grammatical 

feature in their writing for that week. 

• Spelling homework – another opportunity 

for practise.  



Y4 Grammar 



Y5 and 6 Grammar 



Grammar 



Grammar 



Y4 Punctuation 
• By the end Y3 all children are expected to know: 

-  punctuation is used appropriately, including some use of inverted commas 

to indicate direct speech; 

- punctuation includes: capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and 

question marks to demarcate sentence boundaries; commas to separate 

items in lists; apostrophes for some contracted forms and some singular 

possession in nouns. 

 

• By the end of Y4 all children are expected to know: 

- as above; 

-  a range of punctuation is used appropriately including commas after 

fronted adverbials, possessive apostrophes for plural nouns (e.g. the boys’ 

coats), and punctuation to indicate direct speech.  

  

 

 

 

 



Y5 and 6 Punctuation 
• By the end Y5 all children are expected to know: 

- a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately, including: brackets, 

dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis and the use of commas to 

avoid ambiguity. E.g. Let’s eat, Grandma instead of Let’s eat Grandma. 

 

• By the end of Y6 all children are expected to know: 
- as above; 

- semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent 

clauses ( e.g. It’s raining; I’m fed up); 

- colon used to introduce a list, and use of semi-colons within lists; 

- punctuation of bullet points to list information; 

- use of hyphens to avoid ambiguity ( e.g. man eating shark versus man-

eating shark; recover versus re-cover). 

- a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately.  

 

 

 

 



Grammar 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/spelling_grammar/ 

Provides a great resource for use at home .  





Spelling 
  

 ARE FOR Y4 

 

• range of spelling rules from the NC. 

• use of some prefixes and suffixes (e.g. –un, mis-

, super-, anti-);  

• appropriate use of common homophones (e.g. 

accept/except; grate/great; scene/seen).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling 
 ARE FOR Y5 & 6 

 

• Is able to write from memory simple sentences, using 

punctuation from the KS 2 curriculum 

 

• The full range of spelling rules and patterns taught in 

school, can be found online . 

 

 

 

 



 

Handwriting 
 

• Be familiar with the way that we write 

letters cursively in school. 

 

• Encourage correctly formed letters when 

children are writing at home – spelling 

homework in pencil/ black pen. 

• Handwriting is an essential ARE 

 



Writing at home 

• Choose a book/story your child knows well 

• Babble Gabble 
   sequencing & vocabulary 

  

 

• Text map  

• Using key vocabulary and add it to the map 

• Change parts of the story to make it their own 



Writing Targets 



Let’s have a go at using the 

resources… 
Your child presents this sentence: 

 

 
The girl was unkind. 

 

 

 

How will you use your resources to 

support your child’s English? 

 



Let’s have a go at using the 

resources… 
Your child presents this sentence: 

 

 

 

 

 

The girl was unkind and she did not have 

any friends and she did not help out at 

home even though her mother asked her to 

repeatedly.  
 

 

How will you use your resources to support your 

child’s English? 

 



Homework 

• Spellings – number of words depends on group, 

maximum of 16. Look, say, cover, write, check. 

 

• A sentence for each spelling word to be written 

throughout the week – 3 or 4 per night. 

 You can help by: 

- Oral rehearsal  

- Understanding the meaning of the word 

 



Supporting your child’s home 

learning 


