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REGINA COELI FOUNDATION STAGE VISION

“Children are like snowflakes, each one is an individual”

Our aims are:

· To ensure that we build upon what your children know and we will develop this throughout the foundation stage.

· To ensure that your children feel happy, safe, secure and valued.
· To ensure that we respect your children’s ideas, thinking and right to be children: they will have autonomy and independence.
· To ensure that we help your children foster and develop a deeper understanding of the Catholic Faith.

· To ensure that you and your children are involved in the learning process through learning conversations with foundation stage practitioners.

· To recognize that your children are individuals and will be treated as such in their learning; no child will feel excluded or disadvantaged.

· To ensure that learning is based on a child’s developmental stage not age and, consequently, we have an understanding of gender differences.

· To ensure that children’s learning is about the ‘here and now’ not as merely a preparation for the next stage.

· To ensure that your children have time to be themselves and to be creative.

· To ensure that learning is observation based as each cohort of children is different and requires personalised planning in order to help them move on to the next stage of developmental learning.

· To ensure that learning happens inside and outside which will be planned for and provided accordingly.

· To ensure that your children develop a repertoire of self help strategies which will enable them, where appropriate, to make decisions and deal with situations, such as conflict resolution, by themselves.  

Our priorities for the coming year

Everyone needs priorities in order to move things on – it’s important that we share ours with you, so here they are:

· Development of High Quality Observations reflecting children’s engagement levels and interests,

· Development of Observational Based Planning which focuses on planning for the individual child,
· Development of High Quality Indoor and Outdoor Learning Environments,

· Development of Gender in Communication, Language and Literacy and Personal, Social and Emotional areas of learning

· Development of continuing the Learning Journey with a focus on Transition to Year One
· Using every opportunity to develop Creative Development.
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The Foundation Stage extends from the age of three to the end of the reception year (compulsory schooling does not begin until the start of the term after a child’s fifth birthday.)

Regina Coeli recognises the importance and values the Foundation Stage in its own right.

1.
AIMS
1. To provide a caring and secure environment in which all children are valued.

2. To ensure pupils are happy and enthusiastic about coming to school.

3. To promote children’s intellectual, social, spiritual, emotional, physical, cultural and moral development.

4. To prepare children to meet future challenges of the full curriculum in mainstream school.

5. To extend, challenge and support all children.

6. To ensure the five aspects of Every Child Matters are implemented and evaluated.
7. To ensure that the guidance in Excellence and Enjoyment for personalised pupil planning are implemented.

2.
ORGANISATION

1. All staff will have a clear understanding of early child development and learning. Classrooms will be spacious, physically secure and children will have access to toilets. 

2. All staff will support and encourage the children, foster curiosity and enjoyment, and assess their progress on as appropriate. 

3. All staff will deliver a curriculum that is broad and balanced and follows the early learning goals.

4. All staff will involve the children in a wider range of school activities, reflecting the National Curriculum, as the year progresses. 

5. Practitioners will ensure all activities are differentiated.

6. All staff will ensure that all five aspects of learning will be planned into the curriculum.

7. All staff will ensure that pupil observations and assessment feed into the weekly planning.

3.
RESOURCES 

See Appendix Section 1 for a list of resources.

4.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

1. All staff in the Foundation Stage team act in accordance with the Equal Opportunities Policy.

2. All staff ensure that appropriate provision is made for all children. (including SEN/Able Pupils.)

5.
ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING
Careful record keeping and assessment using the E-profile/Assessment Manager based on observation are the key elements in enabling the staff to plan a curriculum that will meet the needs of individual children and ensure effective continuity and progression.  See Appendix Section 2 for details.

6.
CROSS CURRICULUM LINKS

1. The Foundation Stage curriculum is presented to ensure children learn through inter-related experiences.

2. The curriculum provides breadth and balance and the children are able to experience this curriculum outdoors as well as indoors.

3. Planning for teaching and learning is based on the Early Learning Goals (which are cross- curricular).

4. Children’s learning takes place in the home, in real-life contexts, and through first-hand experiences. Practitioners, parents and children work together in partnership.

7.
CONTINUITY

1. The curriculum for Reception pupils is carefully planned according to their individual needs and records are kept to monitor their progress. This is reported to parents both formally and informally.

2. Each new year will begin with pupils tackling new activities in familiar ways.  Gradually greater demands will be made in all areas thus preparing children for the next year.

3. Children meet their new teacher and practitioners in the Summer Term and are able to spend time in their new class. Parents also have the opportunity to meet and talk informally to the new staff.  (see appendix  part 4)

8.
HOMEWORK 

1. Children will be asked to do small manageable tasks in accordance with the Homework Policy.

2. The Reception Staff will use the children’s reading records to communicate with parents and guardians and comment regularly on children’s’ reading progress. 
APPENDIX
1.
RESOURCES
We aim to provide a learning environment with clearly defined areas which offers:

1. An attractive and comfortable reading corner with a range of books to read.

2. a writing area with a variety of paper and tools to “mark”, make books or write with

3. a range of mathematical and scientific equipment

4. an imaginative role play area

5. a variety of creative media such as paint, wood, clay and reclaimed materials

6. small and large construction equipment

7. a computer, CD player and listening station

8. baking materials and equipment

9. an area to promote interest in growing and living things

10. collections of interesting objects to handle

11. a selection of musical equipment to explore sound

12. water and wet and dry sand plus a variety of equipment

13. a range of outdoor and indoor toys, game puzzles and other equipment

2.
ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING

1. Record file

2. Foundation Stage profiling as required by school,  Local Authority and/or National Policy

3.
THE INDUCTION PROCESS
We aim to form positive relationships within an attitude of mutual trust and support. Opportunities for pre-school contact include:

1. Introductory tours of the school with the Headteacher and/or Year 6 pupils.
2. Reception induction sessions for prospective parents. These offer a chance to meet the Headteacher, the Foundation Staff, the governing body and a representative from the P.T.A. Admission procedures in September and the transition from part-time to full-time for Reception children are also outlined.

3. The school brochure and reception information booklet.

4. Home visits take place before pupils commence and these are strongly encouraged.

5.  In the Summer Term all children spend a session in their new class. Refreshments are provided in the hall for parents so they can meet each other and the PAF representatives.  Individual arrangements are made if there are special difficulties as notified by parents or external agencies such as the Local Health Authority.

4.
SETTLING IN AND ADMISSION PROCEDURES
1. To promote equality of opportunity we believe all pupils offered places should spend three terms in a Reception class. A single admission date each September is necessary.

2. We insist all able-bodied Reception children can use the toilet facilities independently. They also need to be able to take off and put on their coat by themselves.

3. Reception children are admitted in September. In order to enable pupils to settle in smoothly, entry times are staggered. Specific details are given at the Induction session.

4. We aim to make reception pupils full time as soon as possible. We have devised simple criteria to determine whether pupils are ready to stay full time. 

They must be able to:

· Cope with being separated from their parent/carer

· Begin to dress/undress themselves

· Use the toilet unaided

· Work or play appropriately with other children 

· Stay awake during the whole school day 
The decision will be at the discretion of the class teacher, Foundation Stage Co-ordinator and Headteacher.
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Outdoor Provision for the Foundation Stage

At Regina Coeli we believe that….

· the outside classroom provides children with the opportunity to work on a larger more exuberant scale

· children learn about the world and their immediate environment through first-hand experiences

· all areas of learning can be addressed equally in the outside and inside classroom 

· young children need to be and should be physically active as possible to develop fine and gross motor skills

· all aspects of individual children’s development should be addressed equally in the inside and outside classroom

To meet these beliefs at school we will…..

· value the outside classroom and give it status through the active involvement of all practitioners with the children outside

· allow access to outside as much as possible – balance against indoor provision.  Throughout the session certain areas may be withdrawn to ensure high quality child/adult interaction

· develop and equip the outside area to ensure coverage of all areas of learning

· provide shade in the summer and waterproof, warm clothing in winter so that the outside can be accessed in all weathers

· provide a rich variety of learning experiences that cover the six areas of learning

· plan outdoors activities with the same thought and effort as those inside

· plan for individual children outside as well as inside

· provide opportunity for child initiated play and exploration

· explain our rationale and ways of working to parents so that they can value and appreciate outdoor learning

· ensure that the outside area meets health and safety criteria and that all have equal access.
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