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Extended Learning.

Primary education is a critical stage in children’s development – it shapes them for life. As well as giving them the essential tools for learning, Primary education is about children experiencing the joy of discovery, solving problems, being creative in writing, art, music, developing their self‑confidence as learners and maturing socially and emotionally.

               (DfES. Excellence and Enjoyment: A Strategy for Primary Schools, 2003)

Developing the whole child is important to us and that aim is reflected in all we do both inside and outside school.  It is a partnership between child, parent and school.
When children first come into school our extended learning activities are aimed at developing an effective partnership between home and school and developing a curiosity for learning in our children that will stay with them throughout their lives.

As children progress through the school extended learning activities will build consolidate, reinforce and extend skills and understanding and, as they progress through KS2, develop the confidence and self discipline needed to study on their own and prepare them for the requirements of secondary school. 

Homework is an important part of extended learning and is strongly encouraged by Regina Coeli School.

DEFINITION OF EXTENDED LEARNING
Any work or activity which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.

At Regina Coeli school we believe that Homework makes the greatest contribution to learning when:

· It is planned and structured to support progress in learning;

· It is consistently applied across the school;

· Everyone knows what to expect each week (teachers, children and parents);

· Everyone is clear what they need to know;

· There are high expectations of pupils to complete Homework;

· There is clear and prompt feedback to the child; and,

· There is regular monitoring and evaluation to check that it is the best support for learning.

THE PURPOSE OF HOMEWORK

· To foster and develop a natural curiosity and love of learning.

· To provide opportunities for parents, pupils and the school to work in partnership;

· To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding particularly in Literacy and Numeracy;

· To ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility;

· To extend and improve the quality of learning experiences offered to pupils; 

· To encourage children to develop long term strategies for future needs; and,

· To provide children with opportunities to develop the skills of independent learning.

Foundation Stage

In the foundation Stage we aim to make all learning an exciting experience. In developing our children’s skills, knowledge and understanding of themselves and the world it is critical that we foster and develop a strong and lasting partnership between home and school as we know that a strong partnership with parents is critical to helping children achieve as well as they possibly can. 

Extended learning activities are developed gradually in the Foundation Stage and are always flexible depending on the individual.

Reading

Daily reading is very important in developing those early literacy skills. Sharing a book and talking about reading is as important as hearing your child read. Reading time should be a time of relaxation and enjoyment and the amount of time spent reading will vary according to the individual.
Often children will bring home a book that they have read before and this should be encouraged as a sign that your child is developing a love of reading and early awareness of favourite authors, characters and plots. 

Writing

Writing is a natural progression from reading and if your child is developing a love of books they will naturally want to use those books as a model for their own writing. Bookmaking is a great way for young children to practise and develop their early literacy skills and should be strongly encouraged.

Other activities

As your child progresses through the Foundation Stage they will be set home challenges; these will include practical and investigative tasks as well as focussed numeracy and literacy activities.
Additional guidance for supporting your child is provided in the Foundation Stage booklet for parents which is distributed at the beginning of the year.

KEY STAGE 1

At Key Stage 1 we aim to build on the valuable experiences gained in the foundation stage. Our contact book will keep that vitally important home / school partnership as we continue to foster and develop children’s learning through a range of focussed practical tasks and cross- curricular investigations. 
RECOMMENDED TIME ALLOCATION FOR HOMEWORK 

Years 1 & 2: 1 Hour approx. per week plus daily shared reading.
Outlined below are the types of activities that children with their parents will be invited to do:

Reading
As with the Foundation Stage, reading should continue to be a pleasurable experience with lots of sharing and discussion. Parents are encouraged to read to their children. Re-reading favourite books should be encouraged and as your child progresses, talk about authors, plots and characters should become a feature of reading time.   

Homework may include practical or investigative tasks or focussed literacy or numeracy tasks. Activities will always be based on work completed in school and is planned to compliment and extended classroom learning.
Spelling: Children at KS1 are taught to recognise patterns of words which they are then encouraged to use in their own writing. When we test children’s knowledge and understanding of spellings we do so in dictation as this encourages them to use the spellings practically.

A Extended Learning Sheet (homework sheet) is distributed weekly in Year’s 1 and 2 with a comment box for parent feedback.  
KEY STAGE 2

As children progress through the school and into Key Stage 2 homework provides for children to further develop and extend the skills of independent study.  By the time they reach Year 6 they will be into a regular weekly routine, which benefits their learning and ensures transition to secondary school (homework expectations) is as smooth as possible.

RECOMMENDED TIME ALLOCATION FOR HOMEWORK

Years 3 & 4: 1.5 hours weekly

Years 5 & 6: 2.5 hours weekly
Plus daily reading

Each child in Key Stage 2 has a Homework Diary in which is recorded the activities set by the teacher for the child to complete at home.  Homework diaries should be in school each day.  Reading with parents is both an enjoyable and beneficial activity and is strongly encouraged throughout the Key Stage.

The following regular routine is in place for Key Stage 2:

YEAR 3:
Daily reading 20 minutes recorded in Reading Log


Issued Friday for Wednesday: Numeracy Task


                                                 Literacy Task

                                                                                     or topic work

                                    Tables & Spellings (tested weekly on Friday)

YEAR 4:
Daily reading 20 minutes recorded in Reading Log


Issued Friday for Wednesday: Numeracy Task


                                                 Literacy Task

                                                                                     or topic work


Tables & Spellings (tested weekly on Friday)

YEAR 5: 
Daily reading 30 minutes recorded in Reading Log


Spelling and Tables tested weekly on Friday 


Task on Tuesday and Friday:e.g. Literacy, Numeracy, Science or Project work
YEAR 6:
Daily reading 30 minutes recorded in Reading Log


Nightly Task: e.g. Literacy, Numeracy, Science, RE or Project work
Homework tasks will be differentiated where appropriate.

Children who are on the Special Needs Register may be set separate tasks either instead of or as well as class homework.  This will be done in partnership with the Special Needs teacher.  

Class Teacher’s Responsibilities

· Ensuring that the homework activities are manageable for pupils.
· Monitoring the regular pattern of homework so that it is as balanced and consistent as possible.

· Providing appropriate feedback on homework as quickly as possible.  
Parent’s Responsibilities

Parents are encouraged to provide a peaceful and suitable environment in which pupils can do their homework.  Parents are also strongly encouraged to:

· Check the homework being undertaken;

· Support and encourage their child but not do it for them;

· Expect the highest standards of presentation and quality of work based on pupil’s ability;

· Ensure their child completes homework when required; and,

· Inform the teacher through the Home Contact Book in KS1 or Homework Diary in KS 2 when there has been a problem with homework.

Children’s Responsibilities

· Listen carefully when homework tasks are explained and record the task where age / ability appropriate

· Complete homework to the best of their ability using the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired in lessons. 

Monitoring of Extended Learning Policy

In order to ensure that the Extended Learning Policy works efficiently and effectively it will need to be regularly monitored and evaluated.

The Extended Learning Policy and practise will be reviewed annually by the School Leadership Team taking account of the points raised during monitoring and any feedback from parents and staff. The Governor Curriculum Development Committee will receive the completed report annually.
Holidays in term times

Teachers do not give structured homework for holidays taken in term times but we strongly encourage children to keep a daily journal or log of events, read daily and be involved in practical numeracy and language activities.

Regina Coeli School does not encourage parents to take holidays in term time.  This can disrupt the learning patterns for pupils.  All holidays in term time must be approved by the Headteacher, in advance, and requests are not always agreed.
Support materials for parents
Regina Coeli School distributes a comprehensive pack of support materials for parents to aid progress in literacy and numeracy.  National curriculum levels, and the areas to be achieved within each level, are clearly set out.  In partnership with the class teacher, through parent consultations, areas for specific targeting can support pupils greatly in their learning.  We also issue, at the start of each academic year, an annual curriculum map for each year group.

Appendix 1

Most importantly in addition to the tasks set with in the Key Stages and outlined within this Extended Learning Policy, parents are encouraged to spend time with their child in developing wider skills and competences.  Other practical activities, shared, could be:

· Share and enjoy books.

· Sharing free time together by talking, listening to and developing personal hobbies and interests;

· Encouraging the children to write and experiment with stories, accounts of family events, lists, letters and free uninhibited writing; 

· Practise and developing handwriting skills – using the accepted and approved school style;

· Visiting libraries and museums;

· The playing of board games;

· Joining theatre, dance and drama groups;

· Joining sporting clubs;

· Learning a musical instrument; and,
· Exploring personal interests. 

Appendix 2:
All pupils are expected and encouraged to be independent, confident and enquiring learners.  At Regina Coeli School we aim to encourage our pupils by the end of Key Stage 2 to: -
· Be a ‘life long learner’.

· Read fluently and accurately with enjoyment, understanding and with discrimination.

· Speak clearly, correctly, confidently and to listen attentively.

· Write legibly, creatively and confidently with good standards of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

· Be able to use confidently and to apply the four rules of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Use mathematical skills and ideas in everyday situations with confidence.

· Know where to look for information and know how to record findings.

· Understand how science and technology informs their life.  Use information and communication technology to enhance life and opportunities for learning.

· Work independently or as part of a team to find things out, interpret and solve problems.

· Use a range of creative arts and crafts as a means of expression and enjoyment and to possess enough skill, co-ordination and endurance to take part confidently in a variety of physical activities.
· Use opportunities to explore the cultural diversity of the community and world in which they live;
· Be young people of courage with the assurance of mind to make good responsible decisions in life.

We are mindful that children are individuals and will develop at different rates.
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