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Regina Coeli Catholic Primary School

South Croydon

CURRICULUM 

POLICY

We acknowledge our indebtedness to the worshipping communities of St. Gertrude’s, St. Dominic’s, St. Columba’s and Holy Family.  The school is able to exist only because it is sustained spiritually, pastorally and financially by these communities.
Responsible Committee: Curriculum Development Committee
Dated: July 2007

Review Date: July 2008 
Curriculum Policy
1.
Introduction
This policy is a statement of aims and principles relating to the school’s curriculum. It will be reviewed annually and presented to the Governors’ Curriculum Committee. The Staff and Governors of Regina Coeli RC Primary School aim to tailor education to individual need, interest and aptitude so as to fulfil every child's potential.  Every pupil will have access to a rich, broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum.  However, it is recognised that every child has a different knowledge base and skill set, as well as varying aptitudes and aspirations; and that, as a result, there is a determination for every young person's needs to be assessed and their talents developed through diverse teaching strategies. The taught curriculum is comprised of the National Curriculum and the wider curriculum, and meets statutory requirements.
The curriculum whilst paying due regard to achieving high standards in English and Maths, is broad, exciting and challenging. It embraces the five outcomes set out in Every Child Matters - Stay safe; be healthy; Enjoy and achieve; Achieve economic well-being and Make a positive contribution.

The curriculum is used to increase pupil's knowledge, skills and understanding as they grow and develop and become more aware of the world around them. It will be carefully planned and structured to ensure that learning is continuous, and that pupils make good progress with the development of their learning. It will engage the children’s interest, encourage and motivate them to want to learn.

The curriculum will be exciting and offer pupils first hand experience to reinforce their learning and to underpin their growing knowledge, skills and understanding. It will open their eyes to the wonders of creation and cause them to marvel at the incredible and fantastic world in which we live.

The curriculum relates to the values from Collective Worship and the PSCHE scheme.

Curriculum Statement
Regina Coeli as a Catholic School, is a place where the ‘inspiration of Jesus must be translated from the ideal into the real’.  (The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School Para.25 1988).

We desire that the Gospel spirit be evident in a Christian way of thought and practice which permeates all areas of school life.

The school aims to create a setting in which all staff, pupils, parents and governors may grow intellectually, socially, morally and spiritually.  We desire that each one, in their own way and at their own level, proclaims the reality of the kingdom of God.
We strive to achieve this by:

1.  Parents acknowledging that the Catholic education of their children is their prime responsibility - given to them by the Church through Baptism and that the staff of Regina Coeli will support them in this journey.

2.  Promoting a broad and balanced curriculum, rooted in the values of the Gospels, each child will grow in every way to Christian maturity.

3. Welcoming and accepting the support and guidance offered to us from professional and educational bodies such as the Archdiocese of Southwark, Catholic Education Service, London Borough of Croydon and the wider community.

4. Fostering good relationships within the school community enabling each individual to be valued as unique in the eyes of God.

5. The commitment of a dedicated and professional teaching and support staff prepared to give generously of themselves for the children and colleagues ensuring that the spirit of the Gospel permeates every aspect of school life and to evaluate regularly how the school is achieving these aims.
The Curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning and personal growth and development.  It includes not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra curricular activities (and Extended Schools priorities) that we organise in order to enrich the experience of the children.  It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave.  We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-operate with others in developing knowledge and skills, so that they can achieve their potential.  We believe that there is no ‘glass ceiling’ on potential or achievement and we seek the very best for each of our pupils.  
Values
1. Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear to the school – see ‘Curriculum Statement’.  The curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its objectives of educating children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in order to live fulfilling lives.

2. Our school is in full agreement with the values statement included in the introduction to the National Curriculum Handbook for Primary Teachers in England.  These are the main values of our school, upon which we have based our curriculum:

·    We value the way in which all children are unique, and our curriculum promotes respect for the views of each individual child, as well as for people of all cultures.  We value the spiritual and moral development of each person, as well as their intellectual and physical growth.
·    We value the importance of each person in our community.  We organise our curriculum so that we promote co-operation and understanding between all members of our community.

·    We value the rights enjoyed by each person in our society.  We respect each child in our school for who they are, and we treat them with fairness and honesty.  We aim to enable each person to be successful, and we provide equal opportunities for all the children in our school.

·    We value the environment, and we aim, through our curriculum, to teach respect for our world, and how we should care for it for future generations, as well as our own.

Aims & Objectives

The aims of our school are:
1. To enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their ability;

2. To promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to school, and acquire a solid base for lifelong learning in line with the Every Child Matters Agenda and principles;

3. To teach the children well the basic skills of literacy, Numeracy and information and communication technology;

4. To enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking; 

5. To teach children about their developing world, including how their environment and society have changed over time;

6. To enable children to be positive citizens in society through a PSHE programme;

7. To fulfil all the requirements of the National Curriculum.

8. To fulfil the requirements of the Bishops Conference on the teaching of Religious Education;

9. To teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to understand respect and the difference between right and wrong;

10. To help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow up committed to equal opportunities for all;

11. To enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be able to live and work co-operatively with others.

Organisation & Planning
Taught Time
	Key Stage 1
	
	Key Stage 2
	

	8.55 am

10.40 am

12.00 pm

1.00pm

 2.30 pm

3.15 pm 
	School Starts

Morning Break (15 mins)

Lunch

Lessons Commence

Afternoon Break 

(15 mins)
End of School
	8.55 am

10.40 am

12.00 pm

1.00 pm

3.15 pm
	School Starts

Morning Break (15 mins)
Lunch

Lessons Commence

End of School



	22.30 Hours (DfES Recommendation 21 hrs)

Excluding Assemblies & Registration
	23.58 hours (DfES Recommendation 23.5 hrs

Excluding Assemblies & Registration


I. We plan the curriculum in three phases.  We agree a long term plan for each Key Stage.  This indicates what topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of children.  We review our long term planning on an annual basis.
II. With our medium term plans, we give clear guidance on the objectives and teaching strategies that we use when teaching each topic.  As we have adopted the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies for our school, we take our medium term planning directly from the guidance documents.  Other foundation subjects are based on skills development and we make use of national schemes of work for much of our medium term planning in the foundation subjects.
III. Our short term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or daily basis.  We use these to set out our learning objectives for each session, and to identify what resources and activities we are going to use in lessons.

IV. In the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 we adopt an inter-disciplinary topic approach to curriculum planning.  We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the National Curriculum and early learning goals, and there is planned progression in all curriculum areas.

V. At Key Stage 2 the curriculum at our school places a greater emphasis on the core and foundation subjects than it does at Key Stage 1, and we teach these subjects separately.  This means that, for example, a child may concentrate on a history topic, then switch to a greater emphasis on geography the next term.  Over the three terms of the academic year, each child has the opportunity to experience the full range of National Curriculum subjects. 

Children with Special Educational Needs
I. The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children who attend the school.  If we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of individual children, then we do so after the parents of the child have been consulted.

II. If a child has a special need, our school does all it can to meet these individual needs.  We comply with the requirements of the SEN Code of Practice in providing for children with special needs.  If a child displays signs of having special needs (including able and talented pupils) his/her teacher makes an assessment of this need.  In most instances the teacher is able to provide resources and educational opportunities which meet the child’s needs within the normal class organisation.  If a child needs are more severe, we if necessary, use the support provided by the Learning Support Assistants, SEN teachers or involve appropriate external agencies.
III. The school provides an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for each of the children on the SEN Register.  This sets out the nature of the special need, and outlines how the school will aim to address the need.  It also sets out targets for improvement, so that we can review and monitor progress of each child at regular intervals.
The Foundation Stage

I. The curriculum that we teach in the reception class meets the requirements set out in the revised National Curriculum at Foundation Stage.  Our curriculum planning focuses on the Early Learning Goals and on developing children’s skills and experiences, as set out in this document.

II. Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by engaging in well-planned structured activities.  Teaching in the reception class builds on the experiences of the children in their pre-school learning.  We do all we can to build positive partnerships with the variety of nurseries and other pre-school providers in the area.

III. During the children’s first term in the reception class, their teacher begins to record the skills of each child on entry to the school.  This is done through the Foundation Profile which is completed throughout the school year and parents informed, at the end of the year, of the outcomes.  This assessment forms an important part of the future curriculum planning for each child.
IV. Where pupils move into Year 1 without having achieved the Early Learning goals, they continue to be taught in line with the Foundation Stage Curriculum.  Transition to Year 1 curriculum does not happen at a point in time but rather when pupils have reached that stage in their development.

V. We are all aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers to make good progress in school.  We strive to build positive links with the parents of each child by keeping them informed about the way in which the children are being taught and how well each child is progressing.

Key Skills
The following skills are deemed ‘key skills’ in the revised National Curriculum:

· Communication;

· Application of number;

· Information technology;

· Working with others;

· Improving own learning and performance;

· Problem solving.

Assessment

The school has clear policies for Assessment & Monitoring.  Pupils progress is tracked termly and progress reported to the Curriculum Development Committee.

Reporting on Pupil Attainment
All work carried out by the pupils is monitored and evaluated.  A written school report is made available to parents annually in the summer term.  Parents are invited to Parent / Teacher consultations meetings in the autumn and spring terms.  The Governing Body receives regular reports on pupil attainment and trends compared to the national picture, similar schools and those within our Family of Schools (London Challenge 2006).
Target Setting
All pupils are set next step learning through teachers’ marking and feedback to pupils.  The Governing Body sets the statutory targets in the autumn term for those pupils in Years 2 & 6.  These targets are set in close consultation with the teaching staff using evidence from ongoing standards analysis.  Using the internal assessments and the optional SAT’s taken in May for Years 3, 4 & 5 end of year targets in numeracy, reading and writing are set for each child with the expected progress being 2 sub-levels of progress per year.  
The role of the Subject Leader
The role of the subject leader is to:

· Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject;

· Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject;

· Monitor pupil performance in that subject area;

· Provide efficient resource management for the subject.

The school gives subject leaders non-contact time each term, so that they can carry out the necessary duties involved with their role.  It is the role of the subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both national and local level.  

Subject leaders review the way the subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement.  This development planning links to whole school objectives.  Each subject leader reviews the curriculum plans for their subject, ensures that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum and that progression is planned into schemes of work.  The subject leader may also keep a portfolio of children’s work, which s/he uses to show the achievements of children at each key stage and to give examples of expectation of attainment.
Monitoring & Review
Our Governing Body’s Curriculum Development Committee is responsible for monitoring the way the school curriculum is implemented.  This committee reviews each subject, on a rolling programme, in line with its policy review timetable.

We have named governors for all areas of the curriculum.  The governors liaise with the subject leaders, termly, and monitor closely the way the school teaches and monitors the subject.

The Headteacher is responsible for the day to day organisation of the curriculum.  The Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum Manager) and the senior staff (SLT) monitor the lesson plans for all teachers, ensuring that all classes are taught the full requirements of the National Curriculum.

Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school. They examine long term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate teaching strategies are used.  Subject leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way which resources are stored and managed.

Self-Esteem and Self Worth

Children’s work and achievement within the curriculum is celebrated and displayed to enable it to make a significant impact on the visual appearance of the school, contribute to the school ethos and to support the development of self-esteem and self- worth.
Curriculum: Taken from the School Prospectus

The School Curriculum

Our principal aim is to value your child as an individual who is unique in the eyes of God.  In sending your child to Regina Coeli School we share a responsibility with the family and the parish in the process of education.

Our curriculum is the totality of the learning experiences the child engages in during the school day – classroom activities, break times, the assemblies, the discipline, the environment, the relationships and the values that are shared.  Our approach also appreciates and values the skills and attitudes that are brought from home.

Our philosophy is to develop two main areas within the child;

1. The spiritual and moral development of each person through our Religious Education programme ‘Here I Am’ and our ethos based on Gospel values and the teachings of Jesus Christ.

2. The development of the child’s educational abilities, which will involve areas of academic, physical and aesthetic development.

Within our school the learning experiences offered to each child will reflect breadth, balance, relevance, differentiation, progression and continuity.

The school is organised into three key stages.  These are:
1. Foundation Stage – Reception Year

2. Key Stage 1 – Years 1 & 2

3. Key Stage 2 – Years 3, 4, 5 & 6

Religious Education is a fundamental part of all our work and this is taught in specific lessons and supported through assemblies, the prayer life of the school, school ethos and the prepared liturgies.  Many schools have a programme of Personal and Social Education but in a Catholic School this is deemed very important and is called Education for Personal Relationships (E.P.R.).  At Regina Coeli School this programme is called ‘FOOTSTEPS’. It is centred on the development of the whole child and explores aspects of religious, spiritual, moral, physical, sexual and social education.  It progresses through the school and the work is both planned and delivered when it is most appropriate and at a level suitable to the child.  Again, like Religious Education this permeates every aspect of the curriculum and our ways of working.  E.P.R. includes issues of health and sex education.  This policy is set within the context of the Catholic faith and is fully approved by the Governing Body.

Parents have the right to withdraw pupils from lessons in Religious Education and sex education lessons.  Both are seen as central to the work of the school and discussion must take place with the Headteacher regarding this matter.

We teach the National Curriculum and throughout the school we support the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies.  Literacy and Numeracy are at the heart of what we teach and are the central core skills that we develop in each child in order to enable them to fulfil their potential; to make a valuable contribution to the community; and to prepare them for their secondary phase of education and life long learning.

The Core Subjects of the National Curriculum are:

· Literacy

· Numeracy

· Science

· Religious Education 

· Information and Communication Technology

We also are required to teach the Foundation Subjects.  These are:

· Design & Technology

· History

· Geography

· Art & Design

· Music

· Physical Education
At Regina Coeli School we value the importance of developing the Core Subjects alongside the Foundation Subjects.

Some areas of the curriculum are taught as discrete subjects with their own separate lessons.  Other work is covered through topics or themes where several subjects are linked together under a broad heading, but within these topics pupils will acquire and develop the skills and ways of working and thinking that are appropriate to each discipline.  The areas to be studied are communicated, in writing, at the beginning of each academic year.  

Pupils learn a tremendous amount from first-hand experiences and we try to organise many visits within our local area.  Our school has an interesting history with modern sections alongside Victorian architecture.  Children are regularly taken on visits within our local community.  Visits related to specific topics or the classes plan themes and parents are informed, in good time, and strongly encouraged to contribute to the costs.  We visit regularly the Bromley Field studies Centre to support the Science Curriculum.  In addition to external visits we encourage visits from groups and individuals into school to support areas of learning e.g. BT Education, visiting authors, theatre groups, drama and music workshops and the Living Planetarium.

Year 6 pupils participate in a weeklong residential visit.  Presently, this is to the Isle of Wight.  The visit takes place at the beginning of Year 6 (autumn term) and the group are accompanied by at least six adults.  The approx. cost of this is £220 inclusive.  This residential visit supports all aspects of learning and forms the work of the first half of the term.  The project concludes with ‘An Isle of Wight Exhibition’ to which Year 6 parents, all pupils and the parents within the school are invited.

The Curriculum in the Reception Year

Children’s work in the Reception Year follows a pattern that is appropriate for the early years of school.  Elements of good nursery and pre-school education will form an important part of the work covered, building from experiences in the home and in the pre-school setting.  We have good relationships with feeder playgroups and nurseries so we are able to use their comprehensive records of achievement in our group and individual planning.

The six main curriculum areas are drawn from the national guidelines, but in school Religious Education is also fundamental to our work.

Curriculum Areas

1. Personal, Social & Emotional Development (including E.P.R.)

2. Communication, Language & Literacy

3. Mathematical Development

4. Knowledge and Understanding of the World

5. Physical Development

6. Creative Development, plus,

7. Religious Education
We follow the National Curriculum, where appropriate, and we are developing our approaches to the new initiatives in the National Literacy Strategy and National Numeracy Strategy.  We support these government strategies and we believe that they build upon the good practice we have been adopting in our approaches to teaching.  Children can expect to be involved in Literacy and Numeracy sessions as soon as they begin school. The Reception Year classes will be developing daily Literacy and Numeracy lessons; with a view to practising full literacy and numeracy sessions by the end of year.

Many aspects of learning will be covered through play and games and we strive to ensure that learning is both enjoyable and challenging.

We teach a broad and balanced curriculum, giving opportunities for each child to demonstrate the diversity of his/her abilities.  However, there is a strong emphasis on the development of literacy especially reading.    Regular reading at home is vital.  Your child will be encouraged to choose from a variety of books.  These books will be changed daily.

The Reception Year is a time for children to settle comfortably into the routine of school and to learn the importance of positive relationships with their peers and adults.  Within the secure and stimulating environment the curriculum seeks to achieve a balance between experience related learning, through practical activities and structured play, and the more formal aspects, which lay the foundation of the National Curriculum core subjects, encompassing reading, writing, mathematics and science.
The overall aim of the Reception Year is to produce happy, motivated, confident and independent learners, ready and eager to proceed through the school with an already developing awareness that they are unique in the eyes of God.

Curriculum in Years 1 & 2

Through Years 1 & 2 each child’s abilities are developed through Religious Education, the core subjects of literacy, numeracy, science and information and communication technology and the foundation subjects.  Key Stage 1 Assessments take place at the end of Year 2.

Throughout the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 years (Reception Year, Yrs 1 & 2) we seek to achieve a balance between mental, physical and artistic development, working within the National Curriculum levels 1 – 3 – with most pupils attaining or exceeding the nationally expected standard for seven year olds – Level 2.

Curriculum in Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6)

During Years 3 & 4, wherever possible, the National curriculum targets are met through specific daily work on the Literacy and Numeracy Strategies along with integrated project work involving cross-curricular activities.

The programmes of study undertaken are based on the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum.  Continued importance is placed on the development of essential core skills in reading, writing, oral skills, numeracy, science and study plans supporting the foundation subjects and Education for Personal Relationships.

This work continues in Year 5 with all core subjects and foundation subjects being developed.  The skills of research development and investigation also play a more prominent role.  In Years 4 & 5 musical, sporting and dramatic opportunities become more frequent and extended.

By the time the child has reached Year 6 the essential concepts, knowledge and skills encompassed in the National Curriculum should be well rooted.  Daily teaching in numeracy and literacy takes place along with weekly teaching of science, art, music and physical education.  The teaching of geography, history and technology takes place in blocks at various times within a specific term.  Key Stage 2 testing takes place at the end of Year 6 with most pupils at Regina Coeli attaining or exceeding the nationally expected standard for 11 year olds – Level 4.

Special Educational Needs

Regina Coeli has a whole school approach to the provision for children with Special Educational Needs (SEN). 
SEN, Able & Talented and EAL pupils are led and supported by the Manager for Curriculum Access & Learning Support.
As a Catholic school we are committed to the integration of children with special educational needs within our learning community.  The Governing Body priorities for SEN provision and presently we funds two part-time SEN teachers and a number of experienced SEN Support Teaching Assistants.
Whatever the child’s ability, from the least able to the most able, the school aims to identify learning needs, makes appropriate provision and monitors progress.  The school liaises closely with parents in seeking to provide the best for their child.  The revised Special Educational Code of Practice came into effect in January 2002 and the school works within its guidance and structures.  We are also fully compliant with the Disability & Discrimination Act.

The school has a link with St Giles Special School.  This enables regular communication and sharing of expertise.  Pupils from Years 5 & 6 are linked with classes from St Giles School.  We collaborate on a number of issues and recently were involved in a joint music-making project, which led to a concert prepared and delivered by the pupils from both schools to an audience of over 100.

Homework Policy

The school has a very full and detailed policy for homework across the school.  A copy is included in the appendix.

The school values the role that homework can play in supporting your child’s learning and encourages and values full parental support and participation.
Equal Opportunities

All pupils have equal access to all areas of the school curriculum irrespective of gender, race or ability.

The school is committed to creating an environment that is for all and therefore all pupils are expected to treat each person equally and to use language that speaks the values of the Gospels – everyone is equal irrespective of creed, colour or gender.

Extra Curricular Activities

These vary according to the age and interest of the child.  Currently extra curricular activities are offered in the following areas:
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Peripatetic Music / Choir

Children from the age of 8 years (Year 4) are given the opportunity to audition for an orchestral musical instrument.  The Croydon Music Service provides the majority of music teachers for this and parents are charged a termly fee presently of £45.  

Currently we offer provision for violin, piano, cello, brass, flute, clarinet and percussion. Piano commences earlier than Year 4.  Recorders and guitars commence in year 3.  All pupils learn the recorder in Year 3.

The school also has a Choir for pupils from Years 5 & 6 and one session of tuition takes place weekly for choir members.  For half the school year the Choir takes place after school (3.15 – 4.15pm) and for half the year in school session times on Tuesday afternoons.

The Choir enters external competitions (winners of the Croydon Choir Festival) and participates in community activities and in the Year 6 End of Year Production held in July.

Netball for Years 5 & 6


Football for Years 5 & 6


Chess for Years 4, 5 & 6 (lunchtime and after school)


Cross Country Club – Years 3 – 6


Recorders and Guitars


Jazz Dance Classes


Cricket Club


Rainbows


Tennis (Yrs 2 – 6) – after school


Cricket – Years 5 & 6 throughout the school year.


(Swimming takes place in school time for Years 4.  A charge of approx. £15 is made)
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