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Friday 2nd September 2010
Dear Parents,

Welcome back to the new school year.  We hope you all had a good break and are now refreshed for the year ahead.  We are delighted to welcome all our pupils back – they do look very smart and tidy and we hope they will remain so!  

New Arrivals!!

We welcome a number of new / returning staff to the school.

Miss Louisa Rubbino: Joining us as class teacher in Year 1    
Mrs Michaela Hobro: Joining us as class teacher in Year 2.
Miss Louise Liddiard: Joining us as class teacher in the Year 5      
Mrs Jeanne Pomeroy: Re-joining us to teach in Year 3

Mrs Rachele Martinez-Paoli: Joining us as the new Administration Assistant.
Changed Office E Mail: 

Please not the new e mail for contacting the school office: 
                                    schooladministrator@reginacoelischool.croydon.sch.uk 
Diary of Events & Activities 2009-2010
By Monday I will have posted the list of Events and Activities 2010-2011 on the school website and Parent Notice Board.    This is a very comprehensive document which gives details of all the main events for the forthcoming school year.  Also on the school website are the School Year Dates 2010-2011 & 2011-2012 with the start and end times for school term and half terms.  Hopefully, this will be helpful and I ask that you print these document off and to retain this in a safe and accessible place.  Both of these documents are on the Parent Notice Board.
Headteacher Annual Review – Thursday 16th September 2010
This is the opportunity for me to share the work of the school, highlight areas of success and further work and to answer parent questions.  For 2010 I shall also be updating parents on the progress towards our targets following Ofsted 2009 and our Parent Meeting in January 2010.  The meeting will be held on Thursday 16th September 2010 @ 7pm in the school hall and will conclude, hopefully, with cheese and wine.  This is an evening full of information and all parents are encouraged to attend.  There will be an opportunity to meet staff.  Please, no pupils!
Parent Consultations

The parent consultations for the Autumn Term will take place on Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th October 2010.  The second opportunity for an appointment with the teacher takes place on Tuesday 11th and Thursday 13th January 2011 and the third form opportunity on Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th April 2011.  In addition the three ‘Progress Afternoons’ will take place on Friday 26th November 2010, Friday 25th March 2011 and Friday 24th June 2011.  The Annual Report will be issued to parents on Friday 15th July 2011.

Summer Uniform / Marking School Uniform

As long as the weather remains fine I am happy for summer uniform to be worn.  Please ensure that all items of school uniform are clearly marked with your child’s name.  One of our continuing targets for this year is to maintain an empty ‘Lost Property Box’. If children go home as they came to school there will be no such thing as lost property.

Swimming 2010-2011
Arrangements for swimming for 2010-2011 have now been confirmed.



Where: Thomas More High School Swimming Pool           When: Tuesday mornings



Who:  Autumn Term 2010

Year 6

10 weeks



           Spring Term 2011

Year 5

10 weeks



           Summer Term 2011

Year 4

10 weeks



Cost: 10 weeks - £10 per child



Help: Parent help will be needed to supervise classes walking to and from Thomas More High School

PE Kit / School Uniform

All school uniform and PE kit (including tracksuits) are obtainable from Hewitts of Croydon and the school office no longer retains stock.  This enables the parents to go to a ‘One-Stop’ facility that is Hewitts.

Dinner Money

The cost of a school meal is £2.10per day, £10.50per week or £77.70 for this half term (2/9/10 – 22/10/10).  Please ensure that accounts are in credit, in advance, as we no longer provide meals for children where the account has zero credit or arrears.
After School Clubs
Details are being confirmed – information later this week.  Most clubs will start week commencing 13th September 2010.

First School Mass of 2009-2010 Academic Year.

The first school Mass of this New Year will take place on Friday 10th September at 9.15am in the school hall led by Father Martin and Year 6.  All parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Calling all Parents!
Class Reps - PAF
It's that time of year again!  Please consider volunteering for this vital role and representing your class for 2010-2011. There can be up to 3 reps per class so why not team up with a fellow parent. 

 

Below are the key things the committee will ask of you:-

Ø  Attend stallholders meetings before the Christmas / Summer Fayre (if unavailable find a replacement 
     parent to attend)
Ø  Run and organise volunteers from your class parents for your allocated summer and Christmas Fayre stalls.  
     This includes decorating the stalls and preparing anything that is required.

Ø  Co-ordinate the teacher's collection for your class at Christmas and the end of the school year.

Ø  Organise volunteers and food donations for your class parties.

Ø  Helping at other PAF functions as and when required.

 

Committee members
Please have a serious think about joining the PAF committee. It would be great to welcome some new faces to the team with fresh ideas. 

 

As a committee member, you would be expected to:-

Ø  Attend most committee meetings, usually held once each half term (occasional more when leading   

     up to big events)
Ø  Attend and help at PAF events / functions.

Ø  Form part of a subcommittee for PAF events, e.g. summer / Christmas Fayre, other events.

Ø  Help with setting up and clearing away at PAF events / functions.

Ø  Help with shopping for food/drink/prizes or collecting/returning hired items.

Ø  Selling tickets for PAF events / functions, before/after school.

Ø  Selling uniform / cakes when required.

Ø  Preparing / selling refreshments at Sports Day, new parents days and at other ad hoc functions.

Ø  Committee members must be CRB checked by the school.
 

If you are interested in finding out more in relation to either of the above please contact Nicola or Maria (contact details below)

 

Nicola Dibbs                                                                                
Tel:     07981 177594                                                                    
Email: n_dibbs@yahoo.co.uk                                                     
 
Congratulations to… 

Elizabeth Mead Year 3 who decided to do some fun raising over the summer holiday.  She did it in memory of Sam Watson to commemorate the 1st Anniversary of his death which was on the 23rd August.  She slept on the floor for one week, one night for every year Sam would have been alive to raise money for Chase Hospice, who helped to look after Sam. To date she has raised £455.50.


If you would like to help Elizabeth raise some more money for such a good cause, you can by going on http://www.justgiving.com/Elizabeth-Mead
Packed Lunch Policy

Today, through your child you will receive our new Packed Lunch Policy.  This has been prepared to support our Healthy School Status and our commitment to encourage healthy eating.  It is approved by the Governing Body and was implemented on 1st September 2010 – a copy is also on the school website.

It aims to set out clearly our expectations.   You may not agree all of our decisions but we ask you to support fully this policy.  The most significant changes are the removal of crisps, fruit juice, carton or canned drinks, chocolate bars, chocolate-coated biscuits and sweets.  All of these do contain significant amounts of salt, acid and preservatives. We shall be monitoring the implementation and practice and invite you to offer any views you may have.

In our whole school assembly this morning Mrs Foskett presented a PowerPoint explaining the importance of having a balanced diet and healthy eating.  You can view this at www.foodfactoflife.org 

Increased Vigilance
We have been alerted yesterday to a possible child abduction from a school in the north of the Borough.  The child was going to school with an older sister when approached by a black car.  The police are involved.  We ask you, as we will, to remind your child/ren of the need to be vigilant and tell you or us of any incident that they think is inappropriate.

Asthma Inhalers

We have reviewed how asthmatic inhalers are used within school.  From the start of this term those pupils with asthmatic inhalers are asked to have two inhalers in school – one for the classroom and a spare inhaler in the medical room.  Most pupils who use an inhaler are familiar with the use and are be able to have access to it as and when it is needed during the day.  Please can you ensure that your child has an inhaler for class and a spare one (labelled) deposited with Mrs Casali in the Medical Room.  Thank you.

Have a good week.  Looks like we are in for an Indian summer!
Yours sincerely,

Donal R. McCarthy

Donal R. McCarthy

Headteacher
