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Dear Parents,

We have, at last, reached the end of another academic school year.
Year 6 Summer Production 2010

Congratulations to all our Year 6 pupils and their teaching team of Mrs Sayer, Mrs Legg and Mrs Casali on their success with the Year 6 Summer Production of ‘Hoodwinked’.  The pupils performed to over 600 customers, thoroughly enjoyed themselves and entertained the audiences.  They should be very proud of themselves and of what they have achieved.  A very big thank you to the many ‘unpaid’ volunteers who supported behind the scenes.

Packed Lunch Policy

We have now agreed a new Packed Lunch Policy to be implemented and monitored from 1st September 2010 for ALL children who bring a packed lunch into school.  It has now been uploaded to the school website under ‘Policies’.  The new framework builds on our Healthy Schools Status, makes clear what is recommended and what is not permitted and offers very good suggestions for parents of what should and could be in their child’s lunchbox.

School Year Dates 2010/2011 & 2011/2012

These dates are now uploaded to the school website.  Please refer to them regularly and I suggest you download them and place somewhere appropriate.

Secondary School 2011 Advice (Year 5 Parents)

As the process for application to Secondary School commences early in the Autumn term further advice for parents can be gained at: www.croydonchoiceadvice.co.uk 

Congratulations to:
To our team of Liam Hopson, Issie Mallows, Jacob Smith and Ben Chappell who took part [image: image1.jpg]


in the South East Regional Final (Year 5 pupils) held on Monday 19th July at the Callum Centre for Fusion Energy in Abingdon, Oxfordshire.  The team did very well in the final and were 7th from 9 very strong teams from across the South East of England.  Given that over 300 teams participated they were 7th from 300 which is a brilliant achievement.
On our visit to the National Centre of Fusion Energy the school team met many of the ‘boffins’ working on nuclear research into fusion energy and asked some great questions.  The whole event was a great success.  Well done and thank you for supporting.
School Uniform and Hair from September 2010
As the new term approaches we ask that all pupils commence the Autumn Term wearing the correct uniform and wearing it properly.  Until the weather changes Summer Uniform may be work – probably until the end of September or even until half term!

The end of this term has seen the arrival of many ‘unusual’ hair designs!  I know that the long summer break is an opportunity to explore new designs and indulge your children but from September all boys hair should be even all over, (no wedges, mullets, shavings), and no shorter than No 2.  This will enable us to maintain consistency and appropriate styles.  Also, remember there is a no jewellery rule in school.
Have a good summer break and please stay safe.
Yours sincerely,
Donal R. McCarthy
Headteacher
I am writing to wish you all a good summer break and to thank you for all your warm and generous support over the past school year.  We look forward to welcoming your child back on Thursday 2nd September 2010 at 10.00am.

This has been a very busy but productive school year for all.  Without doubt the two school inspections (October 2009 and April 2010) dominated proceedings during and after the visits.  We were disappointed with the Ofsted outcome and have worked very hard and diligently to address the issues and are totally confident, should Ofsted return for a monitoring visit in the autumn term, that we will offer very sound evidence that the issues they raised are now fully embedded in our school practices and cultures.  The Section 48 inspection (RE) was a great success and clearly outlined what a wonderful place Regina Coeli School is.  It re-affirmed that it not only a great learning environment but also a great spiritual centre and that pupils, staff and parents grow academically, personally, socially and emotionally.

Results at the end of Key Stage 2 were again very good – close or ahead of target and expectation.  87% achieved Level 4+ in English with 40% at Level 5, 86% achieved Level 4+ in Mathematics with 37% at Level 5 and 91% achieved Level 4+ in Science with 56% at Level 5.
The Key Stage 1 results were also good and ahead of target.  85% of our children achieved Level 2B+ in Reading, 76% achieved Level 2B+ in Writing, 83% achieved Level 2B+ in Maths and 95% achieving Level 2+ in Science.

All our pupils, across both key stages, have worked very hard and their attainment, achievement and progress levels have been consistently good.  We judge this against our targets and many exceeded expectations, some in line with expectations and a few were behind what we expected.  A comprehensive plan is in place to ensure pupil progress is continuous, well planned and monitored regularly – mainly through carefully organised Intervention Strategies, small group working and 1-1 Tuition.
On the sporting front we had a very successful year.  We retained the Sports Mark Award in recognition of our support of good quality sports provision – inside and outside the classroom.  Our teams have performed brilliantly and very sportingly at a large number of events and done very well. Thank you to Mr Vigar (and the team of volunteers who have supported) who has co-ordinated the sports over the last year, with great success.

Our premises are maintained to a very high standard and I would like to thank Paul Livermore and his team for their hard work.  Over the past year they (we) have re-vamped the ICT Suite, replaced the exterior windows in Years 3 & 4, installed blinds and had both of our playgrounds re-surfaced.  New carpets have been laid from the entrance though the reception lobby.  This summer sees further work on external doors, windows in Year 1 & Reception, playground markings and the removal of ceilings in Year 6 and the landings up to the flat – messy work!
Your Governing Body has also had a very busy year.  The two school inspections were a key focus of activity. Clearer structures of governance and monitoring have been established, policies reviewed, active committees, regular review of the School Development Plan, School and ongoing support of the school leadership team and the strategic development of the school.  I thank them all.

Our website is now a fully integrated working tool and contains much information on the school.  As it develops, further, we are planning to be able to share pupil work and achievements. Our text based system has proved very valuable in contacting parents ‘en mass’, individuals and targeted year groups on various occasions.

Our Parents and Friends Association (PAF) with your support have had an excellent year.  Under the leadership of Nicola Dibbs and Maria O’Malley it has been a year of heavy and successful activity.  The highlight was the fantastic Summer Fayre.  Thank you to members of the Committee and the parents and friends of the school who supported this event and the others organised on your behalf throughout the year.

Volunteers provide a really valuable service within school in so many ways.  We are very fortunate to have so many people (too many to name…but you know who you are) who help us in so many ways.  Without such a group of dedicated volunteers we would not be able to organise various school activities, trips and visits.  Your efforts are greatly appreciated and thank you.

Years 6 are moving on to their secondary schools in a few weeks time.  This past fortnight we have celebrated the success of their end of year production ‘HOODWINKED’ which was a resounding success.  I would like to thank Mrs Sayer, Mrs Legg, Mrs Casali, Miss Stanley, the choir from Year 5, and the very large band of staff and parents who have worked so hard over the past weeks.  We wish our Year 6 pupils every success, academic, pastorally and spiritually, in the months and years ahead and look forward to hearing of their future successes.  They are ready and have been well prepared through good supportive parents and a very good primary school!

My personal thanks go to ALL my wonderful staff.  We are so fortunate to have such a great team of staff working together for the benefit of your children.  Our teachers, teaching assistants, support staff, administrative staff, lunchtime staff, catering staff, premises team work tirelessly and so professionally to get the best out of the pupils and to help build real partnership with parents and the wider community.  It is a privilege to work alongside and to lead such committed people.  They all deserve a well earned break.

We are very sorry to say goodbye to colleagues.  Mrs Janette White, Key Stage 1 Leader, will be greatly missed for all her hard work and dedication to the school over 22 years.  We wish Mrs Kushoro, Foundation Stage Leader, every success in her new role as Assistant Headteacher and thank her for her commitment and dedication to establishing our now very good Foundation Stage. Likewise, we wish Miss Elizabeth Loughlin every success at Roke School and Mr Andrew Court as he leaves us after 2 years to continue his travels – next stop voluntary work in an African Orphanage!  We wish them all every success in the future and thank them for their contribution to the life and successes of Regina Coeli School.

We welcome new staff in September to our school.  You will get to know them over time and, I am sure, will make them all feel very welcome.

Finally, I thank you – the parents.  I thank you for each day ‘loaning’ your lovely well mannered, polite and able children.  Your support is vital in helping us to build strong, principled, confident, talented and academically challenged young people with a bit of spirit!  Long may this excellent partnership continue for many years to come.

Have a wonderful and safe summer holiday.  Enjoy and may God bless you all.
Donal R. McCarthy

Headteacher















